
 
 

 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

We are currently learning about organisms and environment in 1st grade science. Many of these concepts will be 
explored through cross-curricular units and the study of the temperate deciduous forest biome.  We will learn about 
Animal Characteristics, Plant and Animal Cycles, Organisms and Environments. Your child will be expected to 
know/do the following: 

 
Student Expectation 

 
The student is expected to compare ways that offspring resemble their parents; AND observe and record life cycles of 
animals such as a chicken, frog, or fish.  The student is expected to investigate how the external characteristics of an 
animal are related to where it lives, how it moves, and what it eats. The student is expected to identify and compare 
the parts of plants.  

 
Key Concepts 

 
• Parents and young usually resemble one another in a variety of ways. 
• Sometimes young animals do not resemble their parents in a variety of ways. When young animals are different from 
their parents, we can describe these differences as part of a life cycle. 

• Plants are made up of parts (roots, stems, branches, leaves, and flowers) that work together to allow the plant to 
function. Plants absorb water and nutrients with roots and make their own food using air and the energy from sunlight 
in their leaves. 

• Animals have external characteristics such as body covering, color, body shape, or size that are related to where they 
live and external characteristics such as wings, flippers, hooves, or paws that are related to how they move. 

• Animals have external characteristics such as teeth, claws, beaks, or eyes that are related to what they eat.  Animals 
need food to survive, which can include plants or other animals. 

• Living things have basic needs that must be met in order to survive, while nonliving things do not. 

 

Fundamental Questions 

 
• What characteristics do young animals have that resemble the parent? 

• What characteristics do young animals have that do not resemble the parent? 

• What observations can we make about the life cycle of an animal such as a chicken, frog, or fish? 

• What are the parts of plants? 

• What are the functions of the parts of plants? 

• What comparisons can we make between the parts of plants? 

• What are some important external characteristics of animals? 

• How do the external characteristics of animals help us determine where they live? 

• How do the external characteristics of animals help us determine how they move and what they eat? 

 
Happy Investigating! 
The 1st Grade Science Team 

 


